90                      A   QUAINT   OLD
courtier-playwright emerged and showed him-
self above sordid considerations, plays were
merchandise commissioned for a particular com-
pany,, and the author had to be conversant with
the qualities of the players and provide them
with suitable parts.
For the reason, perhaps, that many old plays
have not come down to us> about the earliest
known instance of this gratifying of the taste for
adroit internal allusions of a personal order occurs
in Cookers The Citth Gallant^ as produced by the
Queen's Men at the Red Bull in x6n, At a certain
juncture in the play Scattcrgoocl suggests to his
companions that they should pay a visit to the
Globe Theatre. Bubble replies that he will go
anywhere, "so the fool have a part: for i'faith,
I am nobody without a fool". "Why, then**, says
Geraldine, "well go the Red Bull; they say
Green's a good down". To which Bubble re-
sponds, "Green! Green's an ass% adding, on
being asked why he says so, "indeed, I ha* no
reason; for they say he is as like me as ever he
can look". The point of the equivoke here lay
in the fact that Bubble was played by Tom
Green himself, and played with so much gusto
and acceptance that when the play came to be
printed in 1614, not long after the much-loved